RESOLUTION
SUPPORTING ACCURATE BIRTH CERTIFICATES
WHEREAS, we believe every Texan has the right to participate fully and equally in society and enjoy its benefits and freedoms; and 
WHEREAS, in 2008, 6,375 children in the custody of the State of Texas were, unsuccessfully, awaiting adoption, and thousands of children remain in foster care for years, awaiting adoption; and
WHEREAS, encouraging the adoption of children in the custody of the State of Texas is an important goal for a rational public policy; and
WHEREAS, courts in the State of Texas further this goal by approving adoptions by two parents of the same sex, including same-sex partners, grandparents adopting their grandchildren, adoptions by multiple relatives, and adoption by the legally-married same-sex partner of their partner’s biological children; and
WHEREAS, the Texas Bureau of Vital Statistics routinely issues amended birth certificates to the adopted children of heterosexual couples; and
WHEREAS, the Texas Health and Safety Code, Section 192.008(a) explicitly prohibits the issuance of birth certificates to the children of same-sex parents that list both parents; and 
WHEREAS, a federal court has already ruled that a similar law in Louisiana is unconstitutional because “[r]egardless of whether out-of-state adoption decree[s] contravene [state] law or public policy, the obligation to recognize the judgment[s] under the full faith and credit clause remains,” and
WHEREAS, the failure to list both parents on a birth certificate makes it more difficult for an adopted child to access many forms of government benefits, acquire a passport or a social security card, or register for public school, be picked up at school by an unlisted parent, or have an unlisted parent make routine medical decisions for the child; and 
WHEREAS, maintaining the access of children to education, state benefits, and a stable and recognized familial structure, are fully consistent with the goals, aspirations and values of the Texas Democratic Party and Texans in general;
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Texas Democratic Party supports the passage of an amendment to the Health and Safety Code to eliminate the limitation prohibiting the issuance of accurate birth certificates to the children of same-sex parents. 
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