RESOLUTION
SUPPORTING SAFE SCHOOLS FOR ALL CHILDREN
WHEREAS, we believe every Texan has the right to participate fully and equally in society and enjoy its benefits and freedoms; 
WHEREAS, all children should be safe and feel safe while at school, regardless of their ability, color, country of origin, disability status, economic status, ethnicity, gender, gender identity or expression, parental marital status, physical appearance, race, religion, or sexual orientation;
WHEREAS, one survey documented that up to 40% of all Texas school children were verbally harassed or bullied at least once during the previous year, and that 17% of Texas school children were physically abused or bullied at school during the preceding year; 
WHEREAS, a professional teachers organization found that over 90% of teachers surveyed reported that bullying and harassment were problems in their classroom;
WHEREAS, simple school programs to discourage bullying and harassment have been shown to be inexpensive and effective;

WHEREAS, successful programs to decrease incidents of bullying and harassment can also reduce the number of disciplinary referrals, decrease drop-out rates, and increase test scores.
WHEREAS, cyber-bullying, through text, emails, social networks, etc. has become a pervasive problem in our nation’s schools; 
WHEREAS, the State of Texas lacks clear jurisdiction to address cyber-bullying off campus even when such bullying is severe enough to affect the educational environment; 
WHEREAS, the State of Texas does not have a statewide model policy or statute setting minimum standards or policies for schools to adopt or implement, 
WHEREAS, the State of Texas does not have any system or provision for reporting incidents of bullying or harassment;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Texas Democratic Party supports the passage of legislation to protect all school children from bullying and harassment by requiring the State of Texas to promulgate, and Texas school districts to adopt, a model policy on bullying and harassment setting forth minimum acceptable standards, and the highest aspirations, for student safety.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Texas Democratic Party supports state-wide minimum standards for the prevention of bullying and harassment in Texas schools that:

· are designed to make Texas schools safer without increasing the number or severity of disciplinary referrals of students;

· require consistent reporting of incidents of bullying, harassment and sexual harassment, so that problems can be identified and addressed early;

· establish reporting standards that aid in the identification of the causes of bullying and harassment;

· grant school districts the jurisdiction to address all incidents of cyber-bullying that are serious enough to affect the educational environment on campuses, regardless of location or type of equipment used to bully;

· require parental notification about incidents of bullying and harassment so that parents may be informed of risks to their children, and provide exceptions to this notification requirement if the such notification would pose risks to the students involved;

· standardize the definition of bullying and harassment across the education code so that educators can know which standards or definitions to apply.
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